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Learning 
to create a 
culture of 
vocations 

On March 9 a work
shop, "Creating a Culture 
of Vocations in the Par
ish," will be held at Our 
Lady of the Visitation in 
Norfolk from 9:30 a.m. -
3 p.m. in the Fr. Andrew 
Amyot Parish Center. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Vocation Office in 
conjunction with LEAD. 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley 
will offer the final re
marks and blessing. 

Catechumens, those who are unbaptized and preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil, traveled from around the 
diocese to St. Mary's Cathedral for the Rite of Election on Feb. 18. This rite marks the beginning of the period of final preparation for the 
sacraments of initiation. Each catechumens name is inscribed in the "Book of the Elect." See additonal photos of the Rite of Election and Call 
to Conversion on Page 3. 

The first 30 attendants 
to register will receive 
a free copy of the book 
"The Harvest: A Guide to 
Vocation Ministry in Ed
ucation." 
FULL STORY, PAGE 4 

Pope: Lent is a time to encounter truth 
By Matthew Santucci 
Catholic News Agency 

(CNA) - On the first Sunday of 
Lent, Pope Francis focused his 
Angelus address on the temp
tation of Jesus in the desert to 
highlight that it is an invitation 
for us to enter the proverbial 
desert to come "in contact with 
the truth." 

Observing that during the 40 
days in the desert Christ was 
in the company of both "wild 
beasts and angels," the pope re
flected that when we enter this 
symbolic "inner wildness," we 
too "encounter wild beasts and 
angels." 

These wild beats assume a 

deeply symbolic meaning in our 
"spiritual life," and so "we can 
think of them as the disordered 
passions that divide our heart, 
trying to take possession of it. 
They entice us, they seem se
ductive, but if we are not care
ful, we risk being torn apart 
by them," the pope said to the 
nearly 15,000 faithful gathered 
in St. Peter's Square on Sunday. 

Expanding upon this idea of 
"disordered passions," the pope 
suggested that we can conceive 
of them also as "the various vic
es," such as "the lust for wealth" 
or "the vanity of pleasure." 

"They must be tamed and 
fought, otherwise they will de
vour our freedom," the pope 

emphasized. 
In order to confront these vic

es that afflict each and everyone 
of us, the pope stressed that we 
need "to go into the wilderness 
to become aware of their pres
ence and to face them - and 
Lent is the time to do it." 

The setting of the desert 
has featured prominently in 
the pope's catechetical series 
throughout the year and is the 
main theme of this 2024 Lenten 
message, taken from the Book 
of Exodus: "Through the Desert 
God Leads Us to Freedom." 

While it is imperative to under
take this journey of self-exam
ination, the pope underscored 
that we are not alone: We are 

aided by the angels, who "are 
God's messengers, who help us, 
who do us good." 

"Indeed, their characteristic, 
according to the Gospel, is ser
vice, the exact opposite of pos
session, typical of the passions 
we spoke about earlier," the 
pope continued. 

Juxtaposing the spirit of pos
session with the virtue of ser
vice, the pope stressed that the 
angels "recall the good thoughts 
and sentiments suggested by the 
Holy Spirit," adding that "while 
temptations tear us apart, the 
good divine inspirations unify 
us in harmony, they quench the 
heart, infuse the taste of Christ, 
'the flavor of heaven.'" 
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I'm not that kind of person ' 
I'd love to be the kind I've tried to develop a 

of person who writes in a journaling habit more 
journal every day. times than I can count. I 

I love writing, and journ- just can't seem to stick 
aling has been recommend- with it. I've had this experi-
ed to me by at least ence when trying to 
a handful of peo- develop other new, 
pIe I trust to have positive habits. I'll 
my best interest at stick to the new 
heart. When I have habit for a short 
tried journaling, time, and then I'll 
I've found it helpful do it sporadically 
in processing big or, in some cases, 
emotions and re- I never again. 
membering signifi- I~il~~~ For years, I would 
cant events. beat myself up for 

While I'd love to Darcy L. being unable to 
be the kind of per- Fargo stick with journal-
son who writes in a ====== ing. 
journal every day, Then, the Holy 
I'm the kind of person who Spirit gave me a nudge. 
writes in a journal for five That nudge? A "buy one, 
to seven days only to ig- get one free" sale on a jour
nore its existence for the nal I had been eyeing. 
rest of time after. I bought two copies of 

the journal. I gave one to a 
friend. We did the journal 
together. Every night, we'd 
digitally message each oth
er about that day's jour
nal prompt. We left it very 
open. We could just say, "I 
did it," we could talk about 
why the prompt was chal
lenging to us or we could 
talk about what we wrote. 

I finished that journal. 
I'm now working on a dif
ferent journal with a dif
ferent friend. I've benefited 
from considering my an
swers to the prompts and 
writing, but I've benefited 
as much or more from the 
subsequent discussions. 

With something as sim
ple as a sale, the Holy Spirit 
taught me to stop fighting 
who I am and work with it. 
It's ok to want to be better, 

but I'm denying the good
ness of God's creation if I 
don't at least try to accept 
who I am now. 

Through that sale, the 
Holy Spirit also reinforced 
the fact that we grow best 
with others helping. I've 
been able to make progress 
toward making journaling a 
habit. I've been able to grow 
by considering the journal 
prompts and discussing 
them with my friends. I've 
grown closer to the friends 
with whom I've done these 
journals. 

All that growth came 
about because God knows 
I'm the kind of person who 
needs accountability and 
community to write in a 
journal every day and to 
accept where I am now on 
my journey. 

A journey through Lenten Scripture 
The Scripture readings 

at the daily Masses during 
Lent are truly a course in 
Sacred Scripture - a per
fect Bible study. These 
Scriptures - from the Old 
Testament and the Gos
pels - teach us in a power
ful way the story of the life 
and message of Our Lord 
Jesus. The Lenten Scrip
tures present to us what 
it means to be a Catholic. 
These Scriptures are the 
same each Lenten Season 
- but these Scriptures have 
a new message for us each 
year. Today I would like to 
review with you the Scrip
tures of just one of our 
Lenten weeks. 

On Monday of this week, 
the Gospel reading was Je
sus' story of the final judg
ment. Jesus pictures this 
final judgment as like a 
shepherd separating sheep 
from goats. The sheep are 
the image of the righteous. 
I am sure you often won
der, as I do, how that judg
ment will be determined. 
St. Matthew remembers 
Jesus' description of the 
decision. 

In Jesus' story, the sheep, 
those righteous, are placed 

on the right. They are wel
comed by the Lord into the 
Kingdom of God. They are 
told why they are chosen. 
This is a most important 
message for us to consid
er: "I was hungry and you 
fed me, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you clothed 
me, I was ill and you cared 
for me, I was in prison and 
you visited me." In Jesus' 
story the people are con
fused, "Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or 
ill or in prison." Jesus then 
makes it clear in his story 
and teaches us, "Amen, I 
say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did 
for me." 

Then on Tuesday of that 
same week, the Gospel at 
Mass reminds us of the 

time that Jesus taught his 
apostles the Lord's Prayer. 
This a time for Jesus to re
mind us to listen carefully 
each time we pray this per
fect prayer, the Our Father. 
We begin by recognizing 
our God as a Father. God 
loves us like a Father. He 
likes to be called "Father." 
So, we respond in praise 
and love. Our God is our 
God and our Father. Each 
phrase of this prayer is a 
prayer of honor and love. 
In addition, right in this 
prayer we take a moment 
to sort of make a deal with 
our Father: "forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against 
us." Lord, we pray that we 
may be a forgiving, com
passionate, loving people. 
Help us to be like you, Je
sus. 

Then on Thursday of this 
same week, we join with the 
apostles as Jesus teaches 
them just who he is in the 
Gospel reading. Jesus asks 
what the people believe. 
The apostles remember 
what the people are say
ing about Jesus: he is John 
the Baptist returned, some 
say that he is an Old Tes-

tament Prophet returned. 
Then Peter steps forward, 
inspired by the Holy Spir
it: "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God." We 
should understand at this 
pOint, that Jesus looks at 
us, you and me, and asks 
"Who do you say that I 
am?" Lent is about finding 
Jesus. Through prayer and 
study, we must find Jesus, 
and through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we can join 
Peter and recognized Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior. 

So, each week of Lent 
leads and guides us to find 
Jesus and to understand 
all that Jesus wants to be in 
our lives. Then we find the 
proper road of becoming 
a saint: Do I truly recog
nized Jesus I each person 
who turns to me for help? 
Each time I pray to Jesus in 
prayer, do I rededicate my
self to God as my Father 
who wants to show me the 
way to being a loving and 
forgiving person? As we 
go through these weeks of 
Lent, am I truly recogniz
ing who Jesus is, who Jesus 
is for me? Am I allowing 
Jesus to be my Lord and 
Savior? 
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Learning to create a culture of vocations 
By Mary Beth Bracy, 
consecrated virgin 
Contributing Writer 

On Saturday, March 9 
a workshop titled "Cre
ating a Culture of Voca
tions in the Parish" will 
be held at Our Lady of 
the Visitation in Norfolk 
from 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
in the Fr. Andrew Amyot 
Parish Center. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Vocation Office in 
conjunction with LEAD. 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley 
will be in attendance at 
the gathering, and offer 
the final remarks and 
blessing. 

The workshop is free, 
including lunch, and 
faithful from around the 
diocese are encouraged 
to attend, including cat
echists, Parish Council 
Leaders, priests, and la
ity. 

The first 30 attendants 

to register will receive a 
free copy of the book 
"The Harvest: A Guide 
to Vocation Ministry in 
Education." 

Leticia Ramirez, who 
will present at the work
shop, is a wife, mother, 
grandmother and edu
cator who was born into 
an immigrant Catholic 
family. 

That family was the 
seedbed for the growth 
of her faith and passion 
for sharing with families 
about the importance of 
supporting and promot
ing vocations in their 
parishes. 

In her early marriage, 
and for the last 42 years, 
she and her husband 
have worked in youth 
ministry, as catechists 
and later as staff for 
youth retreats. 

Throughout those 
years, Leticia and her 
husband have encour-
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aged youth to discern 
their vocation and to 
be open to listening 
to God's call for their 
lives. This journey has 
brought Leticia to Vo
cation Ministry and to 
bringing that awareness 
to parishes throughout 
the country. 

The morning presen
tation will include an in
troduction to vocations 
and Vocation Ministry, 

along with statistics 
that support the need 
to promote vocations. 
Ramirez will explain 
why the parish is the 
best place for this lay
led ministry/ commit
tee. She will also layout 
the recipe for a voca
tion-producing parish: 
Supportive Priest, Youth 
Ministry, and Vocation 
Ministry/ committee. In 
addition, Ramirez will 
discuss proven effective 
activities in the catego
ries of Prayer, Aware
ness and Education, 
Youth, and Affirmation. 
She will invite people to 
discern and provide ex
amples on the positive 
impact of vocation-pro
ducing parishes and di-

oceses. 
In the afternoon, 

Ramirez will talk about 
the importance of ed
ucation in promoting 
vocations. She will an
swer questions like: 
Why do we need to 
promote vocations in 
every classroom? and 
provide examples of vo
cation-producing class
rooms. There will be 
more practical activities 
for Prayer, Awareness 
and Education, and Af
firmation. Her presen
tation will also include 
"Saints to inspire" and 
introduce the resources 
"The Harvest" and Voca
tionministry.com 

Father Christopher 
Carrara and Sister Mary 
Eamon, SSJ of the Vo
cation Office for our 
diocese will also share 
about upcoming events 
and how people can 
partner in fostering vo
cations. They will have 
resources available for 
participants to take 
back to parishes to help 
create a Parish Vocation 
Committee. 

Sister Mary Eamon 
shared our Diocesan 

Theme, which Bishop 
Valley often preaches 
about: "Renew Faith, 
Nurture Hope, Discover 
Love! Christ-led, Christ
fed, and Hope-filled." 

She also shared sever
al quotes for this article, 
including Pope Francis' 
words: "I am a mission 
on this earth." And, as 
St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus and the Holy Face, 
wrote: "At last I have 
found my calling: my call 
is love. Indeed, I have 
found my proper place 
in the Church ... In the 
heart of the Church, my 
Mother, I will be love." 

It is the hope that 
faithful will generous
ly respond in attending 
the workshop to help 
nurture an environment 
in their parishes where 
vocations will grow and 
blossom. In the words of 
Bishop LaValley, "Every 
person has a vocation. 
The first vocation that 
each of us acquires by 
virtue of our baptism is 
to become a saint, to be 
holy. 

As the "Catechism of 
the Catholic Church" 
teaches: "All the faithful, 
whatever their condition 
or state--though each in 
his own way---is called 
by the Lord to that per
fection of sanctity by 
which the Father him
self is perfect." (CCC, 
#825) We will build 
a culture where such 
awareness of our bap
tismal call is nurtured 
and where Church vo
cations are encouraged 
and celebrated. Genuine 
vocations will surface, 
indeed, flourish in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 
as our energy and fervor 
to bring Christ to oth
ers increase." ("We Are 
Called" resource book) 

To register for the 
workshop, visit https:j/ 
www.rcdony.org/ Creat
ingCulture 
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Effort to create Inaternity hOIne underway 
By Mary Beth Bracy, 
consecrated virgin 
Contributing Writer 

When Msgr. Dennis Duprey 
was pastor at St. Peter's 
Church in Plattsburgh, janice 
Tobin happened to walk into 
the sacristy one day. A young 
woman named Katharine was 
pregnant, in a desperate situ
ation, and needed a place to 
stay. Msgr. Duprey said that 
Janice would help her and the 
young woman ended up stay
ing in janice's home until after 
the baby was born. This expe
rience helped inspire janice to 
move forward with her idea to 
start a maternity home. 

Heart Well Homestead is a 
non-profit organization that 
is aiming to begin a maternity 
home in Plattsburgh. They are 
hoping to raise the necessary 
funds to purchase a home and 
provide the necessary services 
by the end of this year. Tobin, 
the organization's chairper
son, explained its origin. 

"The name was inspired by 
Regina Maria Retreat House in 
Plattsburgh that is for sale," 
she said. "I learned WW Hart
well and Dependencies were 
the original owners and he 
was an entrepreneur in the 
1800s. It was the start of my 
becoming re-motivated about 
the project. The idea came 
way before 2022." 

"Gloria Garami and I were 
working as nurses together 
in the Clinton County Health 
Department," Tobin said. "We 
were doing home visits with 
mothers and babies. We often 
saw women who were placed 
in hotels by Department of So
cial Services (DSS) as the only 
option to offer mom's who did 
not have stable housing and 
who couldn't afford alterna
tive housing. We would come 
back from those visits and 
say 'We have to do better than 
this. This is not something we 
would want our daughter to be 
facing in a situation like that.' 
So we started to think about a 
maternity home where women 
could receive education and 

be independent. I retired five 
and a half years ago, so the 
timing seems right for me to 
begin this big project. When 
we found out Regina Maria for 
sale, we talked again. It seems 
it would be a way to use my 
experience in this communi
ty." 

Tobin visited other materni
ty homes in Eastern Roches
ter, Syracuse and Ontario to 
see what they are offering. 

"There are so many success 
stores and testimonies that I 
have seen from other mater
nity homes across the nation," 
she said. "We are looking for
ward to sharing them in the 
future with our community. 
They are transitional homes, 
to be there when a mom is 
pregnant and offer the sup
port they need when the baby 
is very young. The first six 
weeks are critical for bonding 
and breastfeeding. Garami is 
a breastfeeding consultant at 
CVPH." 

"We would like to have 24/ 7 
staff," Tobin explained, "so 
that the women would have 
someone in the home if an 
issue arises, and we will have 
programs for the women to 
participate in. The program 
will be tailored to their needs, 
so we will know what their 
needs are as well. It will be an 
individual plan for each wom
an who comes. All the women 
will have financial literacy ses
sions, because the goal is also 
to have them transition from 
this home with savings and the 
ability to rent or buy and also 
to be support in the home. If 
they have a job, (the hope is 
that there would be) volunteer 
babysitting and they could 
possibly finish college or 
school. The age group that we 
will be working with is about 
18 to 24 years of age. It could 
be a woman who is pregnant 
or a woman who has had her 
child (children under a year of 
age). Some of the homes we 
visited actually have moms 
with more than one child. De
pending on the space we have 
there may be a possibility of 

having a child with the mom 
as well. 

"The reason that we're aim
ing to have a program that 
goes for almost two years is 
to help put that support that 
they need to be able to be 
transitioned into their own 
home with support from the 
community, but also because 
many of the women who will 
be coming into the home 
need time to heal about trau
ma they have received in the 
past to reset their lives and to 
begin again. It takes time to 
heal from maybe even a life 
time of issues in the family. 
It's my hope that we will have 
counselors available as well 
that we can have the women 
meet with individually and to 
have a group meeting a well 
that discusses certain virtues, 
possibly things they had never 
thought about before and to 
see how they can be lived out. 
There will be the opportunity 
to read stories, watch movies, 
to express themselves with art. 
Some women who have been 
given a pen or ink and asked 
to draw who you are right now 
and then a year later, there is 
a huge difference in how they 
see themselves. Often when 
they are new to the home they 
are mistrusting and afraid and 
very negative about who they 
are." 

The hope of Heart Well 
Homestead is to help women 
become interdependent. 

"Part of the building of sup
port around woman is to heal 
the family that women come 
from," Tobin said. "That is 
something that we hope the 
women mature and grow in 
the programs they will be able 
to share with their families 
what they learn with." 

They want to help women 
and their babies overcome 
challenges. 

"Homeless women have dif
ficulty with transportation," 
Tobin said. "One local woman 
was put in Rouses Point, for 
instance, so you can imagine 
how difficult it is. Pre-term 
and low birth rate babies and 

their health is compromised 
as well. Poverty is associated 
with that and is a cycle that we 
want to break. We definitely 
want to have healthy babies in 
our community." 

"I was involved with Encoun
ter Ministries and learned 
that God gives us Kingdom 
Dreams," Tobin shared. "This 
is my Kingdom Dream. At Re
gina Maria there is a stained 
glass window of Joan of Arc. 
In ministry, we were put into 
groups and our partner was 
to say which super hero we 
reminded them of; they said 
Joan of Arc for me. This was 
in May of 2023. I have been 
rallying the troops around the 
maternity home. A Kingdom 
Dream requires more than 
one person in the community. 
It requires the community to 
come around it. This is going 
to happen. We need to appeal 
to the hearts of people. It re
quires a lot of energy and sup
port to be a mom. Beginning 
those early years with a child 
gives them a foundation that 
will carry them through life." 

For more information and 
upcoming events visit Heart 
Well Homestead's Facebook 
page and their website at 
https:!/ www.heartwellhome
stead.org/ Donations may be 
made through the site and 
are tax-deductible. They are 
also hoping for the support of 
businesses and to find a grant 
writer who can help them ob
tain larger amounts of money. 
If anyone knows of a house 
that is at least 3,000 sq. ft. in 
Plattsburgh that could be do
nated for the use of the ma
ternity home, please contact 
them through the site. 

On Fridays throughout Lent, 
board members from the 
Heart Well Homestead will 
have an information table at 
the Holy Cross Parish "Fish 
Fry" which is held from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. at the parish cen
ter (formerly the Our Lady of 
Victory Academy gym). They 
are also planning a Golf Tour
nament at The Barracks on 
August 23. 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Braiding our Lenten 
practices together 

We are all familiar with the 
practices of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving that Jesus give us to 
grow in our relationship with 
God, ourselves and our neighbor. 
During the Lent, how often do we 
connect these, braiding them to
gether? 

I n a recent article on Lent, the 
author says fasting and charity go 
hand and hand. When I fast from 
something, it calls me to feast on 
something else. Fasting can be 
about more than just food; it can 
be from my angry words, judg
mental thoughts, etc. However, 
fasting from food can heighten 
my awareness of my hunger for 
God. It can also unite us with 
those who have no food. 

During Lent, our church calls 
us to meatless Fridays. Beginning 
in the early Church, Christians 
abstained from meat on Friday 
as a penance to commemo
rate Christ's sacrifice of his own 
flesh on Good Friday. Over-con
sumption of meat has negative 
impacts on our health and the 
health of the planet. Reducing 
meat consumption to improve 
health and decrease the live
stock herds emitting methane, a 
major source of global warming, 
has become an environmental 
priority. In the Amazon basin and 
elsewhere, deforestation to boost 
cattle ranching has increased car
bon output and shrunk the size of 
carbon-absorbing forests. Fasting 
from meat on Fridays as a way to 
unite ourselves with the suffering 
of Christ on Good Friday can also 
unite us with our suffering neigh
bors and suffering earth. When 
we fast from meat, its impact can 
become a feast for others. 

Fasting from chocolate is a 
common Lenten practice. This 
too can be braided with charity 
or almsgiving. Buying Fair Trade 
products, we are assured who
ever created the goods receives a 
fairwage.This choice can become 
a feast for their family and com
munity. Consider purchasing Fair 
Trade chocolate for Easter 

Bishop's Public Schedule 
Feb. 28 - 9:45 a.m. - Episco
pal Council Meeting at Bishop's 
Residence followed by Lunch 
Feb. 29 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
March 1 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 

7 p.m. - Deacon Candidates 
Class on Canon Law at Wad
hams Hall in Ogdensburg 
March 2 - 10:30 a.m. - Dioc
esan Pastoral Council Meeting 
at the Father Andrew Amyot 
Parish Center in Norfolk 

4 p.m. - Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
March 3 - 9:30 a.m. - Mass at 
Notre Dame Church in Ogdens
burg 
March 4 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
March 5 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
March 6 - Seminarian Visit at 
the Pontifical College Josephi
num in Columbus,Ohio 

Rest in Peace 
This week marks the 

anniversary of the deaths 
of the following clergymen 

who have served in 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Feb. 28 - Rev. J. H. Tabaret, 
O.M.I.,1886 
March 1 - Rev. Louis B. De
mers, 1888; Msgr. Alexander P. 
Landry, 1955; Most Rev. Stani
slaus J. Brazana, 1997 
March 2 - Rev. Edward A. Dai
ley, OSA, 1901; Msgr. John J. 
Bent, 1949; Rev. Joseph E. Tess
ier, O.M.I., 1952; Rev. Raymond 
J. Wertman, 2021 
March 3 - Rev. Fra ncis Mc
Cranor, OSA., 1914; Rev. John 
G. Fitzgerald, 1925; Rev. Cyril 
Stevens, 1963; Deacon David N. 
Hennigan,2009 
March 4 - Rev. Jeremiah S. 
O'Brien, 1899; Rev. Thomas D. 
Hurley, 1934 
March 5 - Rev. Edward J. Mur
taugh,O.S.A., 1951;Rev.Paschal 
Rys, OFM Conv., 2013 

OBITUARIES 
Adams - Walter J.Tyo, 82; Grave
side services in spring at Fairview 
Cemetery, Rodman. 

Carthage - Gary L. Deskins, 80; 
Funeral Services Feb. 22, 2024 at 
Bezanilia-McGraw Funeral Home; 
burial in Felt Mills Cemetery. 

Carthage - Deborah A. (Britton) 
Hoffman, 73; Funeral Services Feb. 
24,2024 at Bezanilia-McGraw 
Funeral Home; burial in Fairview 
Cemetery. 

Chazy - Paul Roland LaPierre, 87; 
Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 22, 
2024 at Sacred Heart Church. 

Cophenhagen - Raymond H. 
Hebert, 93; Mass of Christian urial 
Feb. 27, 2024 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Lake Placid - Lorraine Beatrice 

Protecting God's Children 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg 
has scheduled sessions for 
Protecting God's Children for 
Adults. Pre-registration is 
required. Preregister at www. 
virtus.org. Upcoming sessions: 
Marchl0 - 6 p.m. - St. Mary's 
School in Canton 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of 
suspected misconduct involv
ing diocesan clergy, religious, 
employees or volunteers, 
contact Victims Assistance Co
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, 
Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 Route 374, 
Merrill, NY 12955;terrianney
anulavich@yahoo.com Phone: 
518-358-3145, Ext. 7179 days; 
518-569-0612 evenings; or 
Father Christopher Carrara, 
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 
315-393-2920 ext. 1340. 
If you have a complaint 
of suspected sexual abuse or 
related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting 
Service at 800-27 6-1562 or 
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org 

(Mignone) Izzo, 88; Mass of Chris
tian Burial at Elderwood of Uihlein; 
burial in St.Agnes Cemetery. 

Louisville - Joyce M. (Girard) Le
gault,89; Mass of Christian Burial 
in spring at St. Lawrence Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Massena - Edwina M. (Carriere) 
Dale, 94; Graveside services in 
spring at Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Jeannette M. (Peets) 

FEBRUARY 28,2024 

Ogdensburg - Frances I. (Wells) 
Reynolds, 92; Funeral Services Feb. 
23,2024 at Frary Funeral Home; 
burial in Ogdensburgh Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Earl W.Sellers,Jr., 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 20, 
2024 at Notre Dame Church. 

Saranac Lake - Carleton J. Rivers, 
83; Funeral Services Feb. 20,2024 
at Fortune-Keough Funeral Home; 
burial in Pine Ridge Cemetery. 

Shinnock, 67; Private Services to be Tupper Lake - Donald J. Sabin, 
held; burial in Calvary Cemetery. 93; Services to be held May 2024. 

Morrisonville - Thomas Howard, Watertown - David N. Cum-
74; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 24, mings, 90; Services to be held in 
2024 at St. Alexander's Church. the spring. 

Morrisonville - Thomas St. Clair, 
69; Mass of Christian Burial Feb. 
26,2024 at St. Alexander's Church; 
burial in St.Alexander's Cemetery. 

Watertown - Mary Fitzgerald, 
95; Funeral Services Feb. 24, 2024 
at Reed & Benoit Funeral Home; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Burning question 
FROM WONDERING 
TO WONDER 
IN WORSHIP 
With Father Bryan Stitt, Diocesan Director of W orship 

Editor's Note: In celebration of the Eucharistic Revival, 
Father Bryan Stitt, director of Worship for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg, will answer questions about worship, 
the Eucharist and related topics. To submit a question, 
email bstitt@rcdony.org. 

Why do Catholics light candles in front of statues? 
Great question. Thanks for asking. The tradition of 

burning votive candles in front of holy images goes 
back all the way to the first century. Archeologists 
have found small oil lamps around the tombs of St. 
Peter and other holy places dating the very first days 
of the Church. Why? Because people would go to these 
holy sites and ask for the intercession of the saints. 

The thought is that I cannot stay in this holy place, 
but I'd like my prayer to remain being prayed for. 

On a personal note, this was one of my earliest reo 
ligious memories: regularly going after Mass with my 
father to burn a candle for the repose of the soul of 
my great-grandmother. Dad didn't articulate it very 
well. He just said, "Let's go light a candle for Nana." 
But in hindsight it was a powerful practice. It fulfilled 
part of our duty as Christians to pray for the dead, 
and it also burned a lasting memory in my heart that 
our prayers can and should have a bodily component 
to them. 

Of course, the intention could be anything: a de
ceased loved one, health of a friend, employment for 
ourselves. Holy Saints of God, pray for us! 
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Cardinal: Priests surprised 
by behavior at funeral for 

transgender activist 
By Matt McDonald were manipulated by funeral organiz-
Catholic News Agency ers of the identity of Ms. Gentili is sim

ply not true," an organization called 
Gays and Lesbians Living in a Trans
gender Society said in a written state
ment. "Funeral organizers advised 
cathedral staff to look up Cecilia Gen
tili, her work, and the community she 
served. To now place responsibility on 
the funeral organizers to have affirma
tively disclosed the gender identity of 
their loved one is imposing a burden 
upon the mourners that would not be 
expected of a non-transgender per
son." 

Priests at St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
New York City were surprised by the 
"irreverence and disrespect" that oc
curred during a funeral for a trans
gender activist last week, Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan said in his first public 
comments on it. 

"We didn't know the background. 
We don't do FBI checks on people who 
want to be buried," Dolan, the arch
bishop of New York, said during his 
podcast Tuesday. 

He said cathedral staff try to be wel
coming when someone requests a fu
neral. 

"All they know is somebody called 
and said, 'Our dear friend died. We'd 
love to have the funeral at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral. It would be a great source of 
consolation. She's a Catholic. It would 
be a great source of consolation for us, 
her family and friends.' And of course, 
the priest at the cathedral said, 'Come 
on in. You're more than welcome,'" 
Dolan said. 

The priests at St. Patrick's made a 
decision at the beginning of the ser
vice not to celebrate a funeral Mass 
but to conduct a funeral service with 
no Mass instead. 

It was the right thing to do given the 
situation, the cardinal said. 

"I applaud our priests who made a 
quick decision that, 'Uh-oh, with be
havior like this, we can't do a Mass. 
We'll do the Liturgy of the Word, which 
is the readings, and the sermon, and 
the prayers of petition, and the Our Fa
ther, and then we'll stop it. The Mass is 
not going to go on,'" Dolan said. "Bra
vo for our cathedral people, who knew 
nothing about this that was coming 
up." 

Meanwhile, though, supporters of the 
deceased are demanding an apology 
from the Archdiocese of New York for 
what they described as "cutting short" 
the Feb. 15 funeral service of Cecilia 
Gentili, 52, a male who identified as a 
woman who died Feb. 6. Supporters of 
Gentili also want an apology for what 
they called "the painfully dismissive 
and exclusionary language" used in a 
statement released by the pastor of 
the cathedral after the funeral. 

"The current narrative from St. Pat
rick's Cathedral leadership that they 

However, the New York Times re
ported that the funeral's organizer 
did not disclose to the cathedral that 
Gentili, who died Feb. 6 at age 52, was 
a biological man who identified as a 
woman. 

"I kept it under wraps," Ceyeye Doro
show, the service's organizer, told the 
outlet. 

The organization also suggested that 
cathedral staff violated the Catholic 
Church's law. 

"Still reeling from the pain of Ce
cilia's loss, community members are 
asking for an explanation for this de
cision which seemingly violated Cath
olic Canon Law governing the denial 
of funeral [M)asses," the organization 
said. " ... Ms. Gentili's service ended an 
hour earlier than had been scheduled, 
thus denying her the full funeral Mass 
that was agreed upon." 

Joseph Zwilling, a spokesman for the 
Archdiocese of New York, contacted 
by CNA on Wednesday said the archdi
ocese had no immediate comment on 
the Gentili supporters' statement. 

Asked by email who decided to re
place the funeral Mass with the short
er funeral service, Zwilling said the de
cision "was made by the priests at the 
cathedral after witnessing what was 
taking place." 

On Tuesday, Cardinal Dolan ad
dressed the Gentili funeral about five 
minutes into his podcast after discuss
ing a few other topics, including the 
recent shooting at the Super Bowl pa
rade in Kansas City. Dolan mentioned 
that he had received 

The cardinal noted he had asked the 
cathedral staff to celebrate a Mass of 
reparation after the funeral service, 
which the pastor, Father Enrique Sal
vo, said last week was done. 

WORLD/NATION 7 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Texas AG targets Catholic non-profit for work with refugees 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton is trying to shut down a Catholic 
nonprofit organization in EI Paso based on allegations that the group 
may be facilitating illegal immigration, harboring immigrants who en
tered the country illegally,and engaging in human smuggling. Paxton 
filed a lawsuit against the nonprofit Annunciation House, which has 
operated in the state for nearly 50 years. The lawsuit asks the District 
Court of EI Paso County to revoke the organization's nonprofit registra
tion, which would prohibit it from continuing to operate in Texas. "The 
chaos at the southern border has created an environment where [non
governmental organizations) funded with taxpayer money from the 
Biden administration facilitate astonishing horrors including human 
smuggling," Paxton said in a statement. In response to the lawsuit, 
Annunciation House issued a statement that called Paxton's actions 
"illegal, immoral, and anti-faith" and his allegations "unfounded." 

Alabama Supreme Court rules frozen embryos are children 
The Alabama Supreme Court has ruled that frozen human embryos 
constitute children under state statute, a decision that could have 
wide-reaching effects on in vitro fertilization and other medical con
cerns there. The nine-judge court said in the 8-1 ruling that the state's 
"Wrongful Death of a Minor Act" is "sweeping and unqualified," and 
that its provisions extend to children "regardless of their location.""lt 
applies to all children, born and unborn, without limitation,"the ruling 
said."lt is not the role of this Court to craft a new limitation based on 
our own view of what is or is not wise public policy." The court said 
that assessment was "especially true where, as here, the People of [Al
abama) have adopted a Constitutional amendment directly aimed at 
stopping courts from excluding 'unborn life' from legal protection." 

Pope launches study groups to analyze issues from synod 
The Vatican announced Saturday that Pope Francis has launched syn
odal study groups to analyze key issues ahead of October's Synod on 
Synodality assembly. Pope Francis has issued a chirograph asking the 
dicasteries ofthe Roman Curia to collaborate with the General Secre
tariat of the Synod to establish the study groups for "in-depth analy
sis" of some of the themes that emerged in the first Synod on Synodal
ity assembly. The pope did not specify in the chirograph published on 
Feb. 17 how many groups will be formed, what topics will be studied, 
or who will participate in the study groups. The synthesis report pub
lished at the end of the first synod assembly lists 75 different "mat
ters for consideration," including women's access to diaconal ministry, 
priestly celibacy, and "Eucharistic hospitality" for interfaith couples. 
These "matters of consideration," which could not find a consensus 
in the first synod assembly, are defined as "points on which we have 
recognized that it is necessary to continue theological, pastoral, and 
canonical deepening." 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(31 S) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

Many thanks 
The Lenity Project is one of the organizations sup

ported by our summer Missionary Cooperative Ap
peal. Please read below to see how your generous 
donations have helped them serve the poor in Ecua
dor. 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for your gifts for our Mis

sionary Coop collections this summer. Missions 
count on your help. 

I hope that 2024 is starting off well for you. May
be you made some New Years Resolutions. How 
is that going? Hopefully you are keeping at it or 
at least you remember what they were! One of my 
resolutions was to try and reach out to friends like 
you who were so generous to our mission. We do 
have our Family Foundation with the same vision 
and mission that Padre John Halligan had in the 
original Center. Father Halligan died last year, but 
his work continues in the new foundation which 
we have been running since 2017. 

You may have seen on the nightly news lately 
reports of the chaos and violence going on in Ec
uador. The Drug Cartels have taken control of the 
country at many levels. They have politiCians, doc
tors, lawyers, prison guards, police etc. on their 
payroll. The new president of the country is trying 
to take the reins away from them, but it is very 
difficult of course. Ecuador went from the most 
pacifist country in S. America to the most violent. 
People are fleeing the country in droves. The cartel 
thugs come around and threaten the small busi
nesses to pay a "protection fee" or be burned out. 
Shootings and kidnappings are rampant. It breaks 
my heart to see and hear about so many living in 
fear. 

Madre Miguel remains committed to our mission 
with Carlos, Marco and Giuliana at the helm. I am 
on the team as the fundraiser, but it is hard not be
ing down there with them. We all continue to keep 
the padre's vision and mission alive. I, from up
state New York, as I care for my folks, who are 94. 

Our team realizes that we need to expand our 
services and to look for a piece of property where 
we could build a more adequate facility to have the 
programs to help these families get the education 
and skills, they need to be able to take charge of 
their lives and help each other. We are convinced 
that God will continue to bless our efforts and you 
for your help. 

Thank you again for your love and support! Con
tinued Blessings for 2024! 

Hugs, Sister Cindy 

FEBRUARY 28,2024 

Help Stop Human Trafficking: It is Everyone's Work 
Two presentations about Human trafficking are 

planned. Both will include a brieffilm,"Chosen,"and 
panelists will share insights about the signs, the ins 
and outs of grooming, social media dangers and kid
napping. 

For Whom: Parents, grandparents, parishioners 

When: March 3 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Where: Sisters of StJoseph Motherhouse, 1425 

Washington Street, Watertown & Temple Beth 
Israel,l Bowman Street, Plattsburgh 

Both events are sponsored by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph and community partners. 

Communion means: 
1. an act or instance of sharing; 

2. a Christian sacrament in which consecrated bread and wine are consumed . . as the body and blood of Christ; 
3. intimate fe!!owship or rapport; 

4. a body of Christians having common faith and discipline. 
(according to the online Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

In the pages of our North Country Catholic, you'll find many "acts or instances of 
sharing." The newspaper shares stories of how our North Country neighbors -
individuals, parishes, schools and organizations - are trying to follow the Lord's 
call and share His love. Reading those stories, we find similarities with our own 
lives. We find ideas to improve our faith and spirituality, and we find inspiration 
in seeing what the Lord is doing in the world around us. It helps connect us, 
despite how far apart we may be geographically. The newspaper helps create that 
"intimate fellowship or rapport" and helps us see our "common faith and 
discipline" in action. And, of course, we are drawn together by Holy Communion, 
Christ given to us, body and blood, soul and divinity. 

o II=I COU T 
CATHOLIC 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR THE DIOCESE OFOCDENSBURC 

We are truly In Communion 
• Personal stories of faith 
• Parish and Diocesan News 
• Scripture Reflections 

• Important messages from 
Bishop Terry LaValley 

• Catholic news from around 
the nation and world 

• Place your envelope in your parish collection 
• Online at our website: www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Call our office at 315-608-7556 
• Receive your copy in print by mail or have it emailed to you! 



NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC ENTERTAINMENT 9 
FEBRUARY 28, 2024 

SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 
'Clean house in our personal tentples' 

Don't you just love Je
sus to death? He is so 
nice and friendly and for
giving, a cool guy to be 
around. He is just so nice! 

But then, we look at a 
Gospel passage like to
day's and we see a much 
different Jesus, the Je
sus of the scriptures. 
Yes, Jesus is the nice guy 
mentioned at the begin
ning, but we do a great 
disservice to him, to his 
name, and, obviously to 
God himself, if we do not 
speak and preach about 
the fullness of Jesus, 
the Jesus documented in 
Scripture. 

Jesus is walking into 
the very busy temple 
area. He makes a whip 
out of chords. This is not 
imagery. This is the real 
thing, a real whip. Not 
only does he have it, but 
he uses it just like a whip 
is supposed to be used. 
The madman-acting Je
sus drives out of the tem
ple the money changers 
and the merchants who 
had turned God's house 
into a marketplace. With 
injustice in plain view, Je
sus takes strong action, 
rather shocking action, to 

make a difference. Clear
ly, he wanted people to 
change. 

Jesus decided that it 
was time to clean house 
in the temple. In Lent, we 
are supposed to engage 
in practices to help re
move the warts from our 
lives. Prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving are meant to 
help us get rid of what is 
preventing us from living 
life to the fullest. Would 
Jesus want to clean house 
in our personal temples? 
There may be stuff in our 
personal temples that be
gan as something worth
while or even innocent 
that has taken over our 
lives. 

In the first reading, we 
read what we call the 
Ten Commandments. 
When we hear those Ten 
Commandments, we may 
think that we are doing 
well and that we are on 
the fast track to heaven. 
But, let's look at our lives 
a little more deeply. If 
Jesus came to us today, 
would he be looking for 
some chords in order to 
make a whip? 

For example, when does 
chit-chat become gossip? 

March 3 
Third Sunday of Lent 

READINGS 
Exodus 20:1-17 

1 Corinthians 1 :22-25 
John 2:13-25 

This homily is offered 
courtesy of a priest of 

the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
When does caring for an
other become lust? What 
about those programs or 
activities that become so 
all-embracing that they 
move us to forget our true 
responsibilities to our 
families and perhaps to 
our church? What about 
the so-called "white lies" 
that suddenly morph into 
something much more 
serious? What about the 
admiration for the oth
er person's possessions 
that emerges into jealou
sy? What about the foul 
language, used, perhaps 
to get a laugh, that sud
denly is now part of one's 
ordinary vocabulary? 
What about our efforts to 
become our own person 
that have changed us into 
self-seeking, selfish adult 

brats? What about the ac
tivities that have replaced 
Sunday worship? Have 
well-intentioned efforts 
to assist your children, 
assist your spouse or as
sist your friend actually 
enabled them to persist 
in their bad or imma
ture behavior? In other 
words, is there fodder in 
our lives, in our temples, 
that Jesus would want to 
clean up and clean out in 
our virtual tour with him? 

Remember the depic
tions of the Ten Com
mandments: One large 
tablet with two sides, 
numbers one through 
three on the left side 
and four through lOon 
the right. The first three 
commandments on the 
right refer to God and 
the others referring to 
our neighbor. Some
times, today, people be
lieve that if they are do
ing a pretty good job on 
commandments four to 
10, then that's all that is 
needed. But what about 
commandments one to 
three. What are some of 
the false gods that we 
have introduced into our 
lives? You see, if God is 

not number one, then 
something or someone 
or some activity will be
come our God. For some 
that is sports, for some 
that is just leisure time 
around the house. The re
sult of not being serious 
about no false gods is 
that we stop worshipping 
the one true God and, so 
to speak, worship what 
has replaced the one true 
God. Those first three 
commandments are just 
as mandatory as the oth
er seven. 

If what I am saying is 
making you a little ner
vous and sounds like I'm 
too close to home, then 
good. That's the idea. 

Even though our earth 
may still be covered in 
snow and even if our 
pipes are frozen, it's time 
to do some spring clean
ing and thaw out the 
hardness of our hearts. 
If we take seriously the 
message to clean our 
personal house, then we 
will feel much more com
fortable in God's house. 
After all, in church with 
God's people, we find our 
strength to live all ten 
commandments. 

Catholic Hallow app Inakes Apple history 
By Francesca Pollio Fenton 
Catholic News Agency 

The Catholic prayer 
app Hallow has made his
tory becoming the first 
religious app to reach the 
No.1 spot on Apple's app 
store. 

Hallow reached the top 
spot on Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, which was the 
same day its Lent Pray40 
prayer challenge started. 

More than 1 million 
people joined the Lenten 
prayer challenge featur
ing Catholic actors Jon
athan Roumie and Mark 
Wahlberg; Father Mike 
Schmitz; Sister Miriam 
James Heidland, SOLT; 
and Sister Mary Bernice. 

The Catholic app sur-

passed the e-commerce 
app Temu, which previ
ously held the No.1 spot, 
on Wednesday evening 
and held its top ranking 
into Thursday morning. 
With roughly 85 employ
ees, Hallow is a signifi
cantly smaller company 
than those creating apps 
who tend to rank high in 
the App Store. 

This Lent, Hallow will 
walk listeners through 
"He Leadeth Me" by Fa
ther Walter ]. Ciszek, a 
Jesuit priest and mission
ary who was imprisoned 
for 20 years in the Soviet 
Union amid some of the 
worst conditions imagin
able. 

"He Leadeth Me" rose to 
No.2 overall in Amazon's 

list of bestsellers during 
the same time frame. It 
currently sits at the No.3 
spot. 

"We're blown away. 
When we started Hallow, 
it would've been crazy for 
us to imagine a thousand 
people praying together 
on it, much less 1 mil
lion. God is doing incred
ible things. All glory and 
credit and praise belongs 
to him," said Alex Jones, 
CEO and co-founder of 
Hallow, in a press release. 

"Never in a million 
years would I have imag
ined we'd be at the top 
of the App Store," he 
added. "The other folks 
in the top 100 apps are 
just such incredible and 
popular apps with tens of 

thousands of employees 
- Netflix, Spotify, Ama
zon, Google, Instagram. 
What a crazy world." 

The spike in downloads 
comes after Hallow aired 
a 30-second commercial 
during Super Bowl LVIII 
encouraging viewers to 
take a moment to give 
thanks to God and invite 
them to join Hallow in 
prayer this Lenten sea
son. 

After the commercial 
aired, Jones told CNA in 
an interview that "it was 
a phenomenal night. A 
dream come true. For the 
first time ever during the 
Super Bowl, we all got to 
take 30 seconds to give 
thanks to God." 

"We've been blown 

away by the responses to 
the spot," he said. "We've 
heard from many who 
were inspired to join us 
and give prayer a try for 
the first time in a long 
time this Lent." 

"It was amazing to see 
how the spot resonated 
with so many," he added. 
"It was an honor to get to 
pray together, and we're 
thrilled to continue to 
pray together." 
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CALLED TO SERVE 

Planning for what we hope doesn't happen 
We can usually go to up of 101 worship sites, 

Mass every day of the 13 parochial oratories, 
week. We are spoiled in 2 high schools, 8 ele
the Northeast section mentary schools and St. 
of our country when it Joseph's Nursing Home. 
comes to daily Mass. Catholics are served by 
Vocations to the 43 active dioc-
priesthood have esan priests, 9 
not been an issue priests belonging 
in the last 100 to religious in-
years, so we have stitutions, and 2 
been blessed priests belonging 
with daily Mass to other dioces-
opportunities es." 
throughout our The Mass is the 
lives. only true "actu-

This is not so Deacon alization" of the 
in many parts of Kevin Mastellon Lord's Paschal 
the world and it ===== Mystery. It is the 
is increasingly "sum and sub
not the case in this part stance" or our liturgi
of the world today for a cal worship. Many folks 
variety of reasons. count on the daily cel-

I'll overstate the obvi- ebration of the Mass to 
ous here when I say we worship the Lord and 
have a serious vocations to personally renew and 
issue in this diocese and refresh their commit
in others. Pray for the ment to serve the Cre
men in seminary now 
and those who are dis
cerning a vocation. 

The Diocese of Og
densburg's Living 
Stones Planning Com
mittee recognizes the 
problem. "Although 
all parishes will have a 
pastor with access to 
a Sunday Mass, not all 
communities will have 
a pastor in residence or 
a Mass in their church 
building. The primary 
concern is to do what 
is best for the church, 
both clergy and laity, 
and place our priests 
where they are most 
needed. In some cases, a 
deacon or a pastoral as
sociate may fill this role 
of pastoral presence, 
and in some particular 
situations, a parish life 
coordinator may be as
signed." 

The last published 
numbers from the Og
densburg Diocese are, 
"77 parishes and th 
mission parishes made 

ator. 
The numbers suggest 

the days of daily Mass 
opportunities are going 
to be challenged. 

Of greater significance 
is the possibility that, in 
some places, a weekly 
Sunday Mass is in jeop
ardy. There are people 
in the world who might 
see a priest who will 
celebrate Mass once ev-

.YIt;ljwd Ami if}ap 
¥op UJ{;uui(}/lA, 

ery four to eight weeks; 
there are some places 
that will hopefully see 
a priest once a year. It 
was that way when the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 
was founded in 1872. 

Celebrations in the Ab
sence of a Priest. SCAP 
for short. 

Details in next week's 
column. Meanwhile, 
keep praying for Voca
tions to the Priesthood. 

The Catholic Bishops 
in the U.S. have pre
pared for that day with 
a rite called Sunday 

It is not a pleasant 
thought and one all 
priests and deacons 
hope will never be called 
into use. But we priests 
and deacons are getting 
ready to use SCAP if 
necessary. 

Deacon Kevin Mastel
Ion ministers in Water
town. He is the Director 
of Permanent Deacons 

for the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg. 

frer ye-.us cJ tension between Ukraine and me Russian 
Federation, Russian forces began a deV3Slaring war in 
February 2022 by invading Ukraine. In addition to 

kill ing and wounding many, the conflict has forced millions of 
Ukrainians to flee {he country. Many refugees went (0 neighooring 
COUll(ries in Europe, but many others came (0 me United 
States. For decades, the Migration and Refugee Services (MRS) 
department of dle Uni ted Stares Conference clCamolic Bishops 
(USCCB) has assisted refugees fleeing wars and persecution, and 
in 2022 it responded to the UI.:rainian refugee crisis wi th twO 

initiatives to help local communities welcome refugees. 

The first ini tiati ve, Welcome Circles, is a community- led program 
that helps local groups work together to provide financial support 
and connect refugees to services such as heal th care and education. 
Although Welcome Ci rcles are kx:all y led, they are certified, 
vetted, and given ongoing guidance by MRS srnff or local affi liate 
expens. MRS's supp:m and guidance help each Welcome Circle 
accompany refugees effectively during the reseulemem process. 
As cl early 2023. me Welcome Circles program already had 25 
circles engaging more than 200 volunteers and had expanded to 
welcome refugees from Haiti, Cuba. Nicaragua. and Venezuela in 
addition to Ukraine. 

Since 2010, MRS has led the second initiative, Parishes Organized 
to Welcome Immigrants and Refugees (POWIR), a program that 
works with select diocesan resettlement programs to empower 
parishes and local Catholic instiUI(ions so mey can welcome and 
assist immigrants and refugeesar me diocesan le\'el. From May 20Z 1 
to January Z023. this diocesan suppon helped nearly IO,CXX) local 
volumeers, working in Catholiccommunities in 2J active POWIR 

progmms natioll\\;de. to spend more than lOO,CXX) volunteer hours 
working wim and on behalf cl about 24,cxx) clients. 

Funds received through The Catholic Relief Services Collecrioll 
allow MRS to help victims of war and oppression begin new 
li ves in welcoming. supponi \'e communiries through innovative 
initiatives like Welcome Ci rcles and POW1R. In addition to 
MRS. the collection suppons other Catholic organizations that 
aid victims of persecution and natural disasters, provide legal 
services (Q roor immigrants, and advocate for the powerless. 

Your Donations Help Our Brothers and Sisters . . . 

In the Un~ed States 

Feed Jesus' hunger in suffering refugees ... through the USCCB 
Department of Migration and Refugee Services (MRS). 

Offer lega l assistance to Jesus in stnlggling immigrants ... th rough 
the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLIN IC). 

Reach out [Q comfort Jesus' loneliness in isolated workers 
through the pastoral work of the USCCB Secretariat of 
Cultural Diversity in the Church. 

And Around the World 

Give water to quench Jesus' thi rst in the people of Kenya and 
Zambia ... through {he humanitarian work of Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS). 

Advocate on behalf of Jesus in the poor and margina lized . 
mrough the public policy work of me USCCB Department of 
Justice, Peace and Human Development 

Send aid to Jesus in the victims cl natural dis.'lster. . th rough 
the Holy Father's Relief Fund. 

,j~h The Catholic Relief Services Collection 
:i<;~ ~ ~ OfrlCE ~ NATIOIIIIlCOtlECTlONS ' 3211 FOURTH STR[['I HE • Wo\SHIIiIOTOII, DC 20017·1 194 ' 202·541·3400 • r ... ~ 202·541-3460 ' WWW.IIS(:".ORG/)IATlOllAlCOUrCTlolis 

~~ ~ClO2l.lh<eds....c:.cn..-:.oIc.t>o1t8ishopo.~OCAl""""""""I'ho<os:HChooI~Annr~l.........as. 70200424 

Special Collection to be held with Peter's Pence March 9 & 10 

Combined Collection 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT 
Are you a single Catholic man 
who is hearing the Lord's call to 
the Priesthood? Consider joining 
others virtually who are listening 
and seeking to respond. 

Date: Mar.l0,Mar.24,Apr.14 
Time: 4 to 5 p.m. 
Place: Online 
Features: High school age 

men and older are invited to 
join fellow discerners and Father 
Howard Venette to discuss this 
vocation. 

Contact: You must register 
in order to attend, please go to 
www.rcdony.org/priesthooddis
cernment 

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN 

ALPHA 
Lake Placid - All are invited to 
Alpha. 

Date: Wednesdays, starting 
Feb.28 

Time: 6:15 p.m. to 8:15 
Place: St. Agnes School 
Features: Free to all, regard-

less of belief and includes dinner. 
Contact: Go to https://stag

neslakeplacid.com/alpha for more 
info and to register. 

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 

FAITH, FELLOWSHIP 
AND REFLECTION 
Ellenburg -Join Us for "Faith, 
Fellowship, and Reflection.": 
Experience the Lenten journey 
like never before! 

Date: Every Thursday during 
Lent (Feb.29,March 7, 14and 21) 

Time: 5 p.m. Mass, followed by 
soup and salad and then a video 
from the Symbolon Series 

Place: St. Edmund's parish hall 
Features: "Symbolon: The 

Catholic Faith Explained" offers 
a presentation of our Catholic 
Faith, guiding you through its "big 
picture"with our Creed as the 
compass. This series delves into 
the breadth and richness of our 
faith. All are welcome. 

FISH FRY 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish to 
have fish fries during Lent. 
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Jefferson-Lewis 
Deanery 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 
Items must be recei ved in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. 

Date: Fridays through March 
22 

Time: 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
Place: Holy Cross Parish Center 
Cost: $14 
Menu: Haddock, coleslaw, bev

erage, tartar and cocktail sauce, 
roll with butter, dessert and the 
following sides on these dates, 
Mac & cheese on March 15; French 
Fries on March 1,8 and 15 

Contact: 518-563-0730 for 
more information. 

LENT, SEASON 
OF TRANSFORMATION 
Plattsburgh - Holy Cross Parish 
presents, Season ofTransforma
tion. 

Schedule: March 4, 11 and 18 
at 6:30 p.m. or Feb. 28, March 6,13 
and 20 at 10 a.m. 

Place: St. Peter's Emmaus 
Room 

Cost: Suggested donation is $5 
for the study guide 

Features: During Lent, we 
strive to free ourselves from all 
kinds of clutter-material and spir
itual-in order to focus on God and 
turn back to him with our whole 
hearts. If this "turning back" is 
genuine, it will be a reorientation, 
a transformation. To help us enter 
into this season, Amy Ekeh guides 
readers in exploring three key 
moments in the life and ministry 
of Jesus. 

Contact: Please register for 

the day or evening session to: 
plattburghsec@rcdony.org or call 
the Parish Office at 518-563-0730. 

FISH FRY 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Church to 
have a Fish Fry. 

Date: March 1 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
Place: Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $14; Children 

5-12, $7; Take-outs, $14 
Menu: Fried fish, homemade 

macaroni and cheese, french fries, 
cole slaw, rolls, beverage and 
dessert. 

Contact: For more info, contact 
Noreen atthe rectory 518-846-
7650 or email chazypa@rcdony. 
org 

STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Plattsburgh - The interfaith 
council of Plattsburgh and Clinton 
County will have an information 
presentation on how to stake 
action against Human Trafficking. 

Date: March 3 
Time: 1 p.m. to 3 
Place: Temple Beth Israel 

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR 
St. Regis Falls - All are invited to 
the monthly first Saturday Devo
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations. 

Date: First Saturday ofthe 
Month 

Time: Following the 4:30 
anticipated Mass 

Place: St. Ann's Church 
Features: Prayer after Mass, 

Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls 
and the Holy Souls, Novena in 
Honor of Our Lady of the Mirac
u�ous Medal, Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
private meditation on the 15 
Mysteries of the Rosary, Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament reposed 
in the Tabernacle, and Prayers for 
the Holy Father and his intentions. 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
Ellenburg - Our Lady of the 
Adirondacks invites you to First 
Saturday Devotions. 

Time: 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Weather permitting. Please feel 
free to join us earlier, beginning at 
8:30 a.m. for private prayers and 
recollection prior to the start of 
the First Saturday rosary devotion. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Sarah at 518-534-9976. 

STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Watertown - Take action against 
human trafficking, an informa
tional presentation for parents, 
grandparents and parishioners. 

Date: March 3 
Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: Sisters of St. Joseph 

Motherhouse 
Features: Brief Film "Chosen" 

will be shown, panelists will share 
information and insights about 
the Signs, the ins and outs of 
grooming, social media dangers, 
and kidnapping from the mind 
of the predator, the child, and the 
parent. Sponsored by Sisters of St. 
Joseph in collaboration with local 
Churches, community organiza
tions and schools. 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of 
Adoration with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet will be observed the first 
Sunday of the month. 

Date: March 3 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River 

Council 7471 Knights of Colum
bus will be having a spaghetti & 
meatball dinner. 

Date: March 9 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; 

Children 12 and under, $5; under 
5,Free 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-629-4678 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

LENTEN RETREAT 
Watertown - Lenten retreat to 
be held for Pastors and Secre
taries, Catechetical Leaders and 
Catechists. 

Date: March 10 
Time: 2 p.m. to 4 
Place: SSJ Motherhouse 
Features: Join us as we reflect 

on the "Eucharist and the Call 
to Discipleship and Mission." 
There will also be Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament, time for 
prayer, and an opportunity for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

LENTEN MISSION 
Croghan - Lenten Mission to be 
held with the theme"Walking to 
Calvary: A Eucharistic Journey': 

Date: March 10,11, & 12 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Stephen's Parish 
Schedule: March 10,"Alone 

with the Alone": The Eucharist 
and Prayer; March 11,Jesus' falls: 
Meeting Him in my failure; March 
12, Meeting Mary on the Way: Her 
Eucharistic Love 

Contact: For More Informa
tion, Please Contact Stephen's 
Parish, 315-346-6958 (Fr. Donald 
Manfred) or (Tom Kalamas 315-
523-5890) 

S1 LAWRENCE 

TRUST TRUTH SERIES 
Canton - Join Canton Catholics for 
a discussion on hot-button topics. 

Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Sylvia's Lounge (below 

Josie's Pizza). 
Next sessions: March 5, IS 

MY BODY REALLY ME? IDENTITY, 
TRANSGENDE~SM,ANDTHE 
MEANING OF REALITY, Speaker-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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Father Leagon Carlin, Parochial 
Vicar at St. Peter's in Massena. 
Additional sessions are planned. 

Mary will pray the rosary with 
devotions for First Saturday. 

Date: March 2 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Date: March 2 

Time:8a.m. Rosary Devotion to OU R Lady 
Features: Cash preferred for 

drinks. We hope to see you there! 
Place: Notre Dame Church, 

Ogdensburg 
of Fatima. Confessions will be 
available. Saturday Vigil Mass at 
4p.m. Contact: Free child care will 

be offered. Please call ahead to 
reserve your child(ren)'s spot at 
315-386-2543. 

Features: Rosary with 
devotions 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church 
to have first Saturday Rosary 
Devotion. 

MEN'S PRAYER GROUP 
Massena - First Saturday of the 
month, men's prayer group to 
meet for Mass and Adoration. 

Date: March 2 

Turkey and Syria arc situated in a reg ion [hm 
experiences frequent, major eanhquakes. In early 

February 2023, ccmral Turkey's most powerful 
ea rthquake since 1939 struck with a magnitude of 7.8. 

More than 10,000 aftershocks continued for weeks 
afterward, including a powerful magnitude 6.4 aftershock 
thm srnlck the bibl ica l city of Amioch, known as Anrakya. 
More than 50,000 people in Turkey and ne ighboring Syria 
were killed by the initial earthquake, fol1owed by morc 

deaths and the clesm lCt ion of StruCtures damaged by the 
first eanhquakc. UN officials estimated that morc than I.S 
million people were left homeless in what is believed to be 
the largest natural disaster in Turkey's h istory. 

In a mid~February meeting with Turkey's new ambassador 
to the Holy See, Pope Francis asked what sort of aid 
Turkey most needed. Within 24 hours, Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski , the papal almoner and prefect of the Vat ican's 
Dicasrery for the Service of Charity, organized a shipment 
of canned food, diapers, thermal garmems, and other 
necessities, to be sem from Rome to a warehouse in 
Turkey for distribu tion to those in need. At the same 
time, economic aid to Syrian victims was entrusted to the 
apostolic nunciature in Syria. In add ition to th is material 
relief, the Vatican's prefect fo r the Dicastery for the Eastern 
Churches, Archbishop Claudio Gugerott i, visited Syria 
and Turkey to provide a ministry of presence to victims. 

The Holy Farher's chari table outreach to victims of 
war, migrmns and refugees, the poor, and those affected 
by illness and natural disasters is supported by your 
contributions to the Peter's Pence Collection. When you 

SUPPORT THE WORKS OF THE 

HOLY FATHER THROUGH THE 

eter's Pence 
Collection 

(Be a sign of 

y 
participate in the collection, you join Catholics ac ross 
the globe in supponing the pope's mission of mercy as 
well as the Holy See d icasteries that assist his minist ry. 

For more information on Peter's Pence, please vis it the 
Var ican's Peter's Pence webs ite: wWUJ.obolodisan/)ieITo.tlal 
en/cos~e~ l~obolo.htmI (English ) or www.obolodisan/Jierro.tJO.l 
eslcos-e-I-obolo.hnnI (espOI'ol) . 

A Tradition of Support for the Holy Father 

Support for such papal efforts is rooted in the scri ptural 
message exhorting us to take care of the poor, and 
it expresses uni ty with the Holy Father in two ways' 
through the ongoing activities of the Holy See and 
through the charitable works of the Holy Father on 
behalf of those most in need. 

How You Can Help 
PRAY 
Pray for the Holy Fathe r, for (hose he serves in compas~ 
sion, <lnd for {he onl':,'oing <lcti vities of the Holy See, <1 1\ 
of which benefit from {he Peter's Pence Collection. 

SHARE 
Share this bulletin inse rt with anyone who might 
be interested. 

GIVE 
G ive generously [Q this collection as a sign of mercy to 

those who suffe r a round the globe <lnd of your support 
for the ongoing work of the Holy See. By doing so, you 
help build lip the Church SO thar ir can minisre r ro a ll 
for geneT<lri ons ro come. 

Pj~b Peter 's Pence Collection I Office ufNrll ional Collecl ions I wlmv.usccb.urJ1l1atiollalcull.ecrions 
~r~~~ 32 11 Fourth Sneel NE I Washingron, DC 20017-1 194 I (202) 54 1-3346 1 Fax (202) 541-3460 
~~ c.."..ighI0202l.u..dStootoc...w.-. ... c.-.... .. """'".~.OC.A.lt\gIooo,_..,j""""'O_~ 

Special Collection to be held with CRS March 9 & 10 
Combined Collection 

Time:9a.m. 
Place: Sacred Heart Church 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: March 10 (Second 
Sunday of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, 

$5; under 5, Free; Omelets, add 
$3; Take-outs available 

Contact: For more informa
tion contact Grand Knight Gil 
Gonthier 315-212-5166. 

CATHOLIC PARENTING 
Potsdam - A series of workshops 
from the Franciscan University 
Catecheticallnstitute to be held 
on Catholic Parenting. 

Date: First Sunday of the 
month from Oct. to April 

Place: St. Mary's Rectory, 
second floor 

Features: Attend all or only 
those that interest you. Child 
care can be provided. Event is 
free. 

Contact: For more informa
tion contact Mike Neaton at 
315-335-6302 or Liz Tarbox at 
formationstp@gmail.com 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

CREATING A CULTURE 
OF VOCATIONS 
Norfolk - The Vocation Office 
in conjunction with LEAD will 
be presenting a conference 
"Creating A Culture of Vocations 
in the Parish': 

Date: March 9 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Andrew Amyot 

Parish Center 
Features: The speaker for the 

conference is Leticia Ramirez, 
from Vocation Ministry, Houston, 
Texas. Leticia Ramirez will share 
her experiences of supporting 
and promoting a culture of 
vocations in parishes and within 
families to the priests and parish 
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representatives and to catecheti
cal leaders and catechists. 

Contact: To register: https:11 
www.rcdony.org/CreatingCul
ture. Free book "The Harvest" to 
the first 30 registered. 

CHRISM MASS 
Ogdensburg - All the faithful of 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg are 
invited to join Bishop LaValley in 
the annual Renewal of Priestly 
Commitment, the Blessing of the 
Holy Oils, and the consecration of 
the Sacred Chrism for use in all 
the churches of our Diocese. 

Date: March 21 
Time: 11 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: This ritual symbol-

izes that we are one family in 
Christ. The Chrism Mass may be 
viewed at https:llwww.rcdony. 
org/livemass. The Chrism Mass 
program will be available at the 
same link shortly before the 
Liturgy. 

LEAD DAY OF REFLECTION 
Ogdensburg -Welcome Cat
echists, Catechetical Leaders, 
Commissioned Lay Ministers 
& Candidates and all Parish 
Ministers to the Lead Annual Day 
of Reflection. 

Date: March 23 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Cost: $25 per person 

Theme:"What are you looking 
for?" John 1:38 

Features: This event will be 
led by Bishop LaValley. Includes 
Mass, two talks, discussion, holy 
hour, benediction, and opportu
nity for confession. 

Contact: Register at www. 
rcdony.org/dayofreflection 

HEALING MASS 
Potsdam - Bishop LaValley has 
scheduled a Healing Mass for 
those hurt by the Church on 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Date: April 7 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church, 

Potsdam 


